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The second value is the distinctly social note which the reader 
everywhere feels. This is indeed a result of the sympathy for 
the difficulties of the agencies which the author never forgets. 

It is a pleasure to recommend a book with such confidence as 
this volume inspires. 

John Graham Brooks. 

Cambridge, Mass. 



Da Socrate a Hegel. Di Bertrando Spaventa. Nuovi Saggi 

di critica filosofica a cura di Giovanni Gentile. Laterga e figli. 

Bari : Pp. xvi, 432, 1905. 
Problemi del Mondo Morale. Di Igino Petrone. Remo 

Sandron : Milano, Palermo, Napoli. Pp. iv, 334, 1905. 
I Presupposti Filosofici della Nozione del Diritto. Di Prof. 

Giorgio del Vecchio, Bologna : Zanichelli. Pp. xii, 192, 1905. 

The title of "Da Socrate a Hegel" is likely to raise false expec- 
tations : the book itself is nothing more than a miscellany of articles 
by Bertrando Spaventa unearthed from old and scarce reviews 
by the pious industry of an admiring disciple, and arranged in the 
order of time covered by the subject in question. Thus, the vol- 
ume begins with a discussion of the doctrine of Socrates, (in the 
form of a review of an essay by Prof. Bertini), and ends with a 
discussion of psychological naturalism from a Hegelian point of 
view. The intervening essays cover a variety of ground, but, in- 
teresting as they are in themselves, they have no special signifi- 
cance for students of ethics. 

Professor Petrone's essays on the other hand, are nothing if not 
ethical. The polemic against Nietzsche tends to be monotonous; 
and the essays generally may be said to be different variations of 
the theme that ethics considered as the philosophy of action is at 
once a science of morals and a doctrine of the world. Ethics is the 
key to a true metaphysics in which the speculative and practical 
reason find conciliation. 

Professor Vecchio's book is a vindication of a philosophy as dis- 
tinct from a descriptive science or history of "Right." The recog- 
nition of the objectivity and logical priority of "the form of 
right" is the methodological foundation for the theory of right 
in general. This thesis is maintained in a familiar, if somewhat 
scholastic fashion, the argument being perhaps more effective 
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on its polemical than on its constructive side. The same 
author's "II Communismo Giurdico del Fichte" is an appreciative 
review of Professor Petrone's dissertation on the same subject. 
Both professors maintain the standpoint of a robust and genial 
idealism and both are effective critics of an uncritical naturalism. 

Sidney Ball. 
St. John's College, Oxford. 

Mutter Erde: Ein Versuch uber Volksreligion. Von Al- 
brecht Dieterich. Leipzig & Berlin : B. C. Tuebner, 1905. Pp. 
121. 

Few German scholars have done so much for the real under- 
standing of Greek religion and especially of Greek Mysteries as 
Dr. Albrecht Dieterich. The book before us extends however 
far beyond the sphere of classical religion. Its two first chapters 
are in their main substance reprinted from the Archiv filr Relig- 
ionswissenschaft (viii, 1905) — an excellent publication, not as 
widely known in England as it deserves — and these two chapters 
were planned as part of a larger work on certain fundamental 
conceptions in religious thought. The two chapters on "Mother 
Earth," have grown to seven, and their importance certainly 
justifies their separate publication. 

The religious rites which are at once most familiar and most 
permanent are those connected with the three great facts and 
mysteries of human life — birth, marriage, and death; and the 
ritual of these three mysteries is all connected with a belief sur- 
viving to-day among the uneducated in the magic of the mother- 
hood of the earth. The new-born child among the Romans of 
Varro's day was placed upon the earth, whence the father, if he 
recognized its legitimacy, lifted it (tollere et suscipere); but the 
rule of placing the child on the earth, preceded any question of 
legitimacy, and it is still practised to-day. Among the peasants 
of the Abruzzi (p. 7) lavato e infasciato il neonato la levatrice lo 
posa in terra; in Sicily, il neonato va deposto subito sul pavimento, 
altr entente morra al ospedale: the child is put in touch with earth, 
the mother of all. Children come out of the earth : the Central 
Australians knew of a stone with a hole in it, out of which come 
the spirits of children, and to it women who desire children make 
pilgrimages. 

Again, according to a wide-spread custom, even where crema- 
tion prevails, very young children must be buried, not burnt, that 
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